LRCA Annual Meeting Report 

Friday, May 15, 2009, 7:00 PM
Board Attendees: Derrick Chamlee, Frank Judnich, Linda Smith, Nancy Gordon, Ivan Dietrich, Paula Weiss, Jon Parker, Maryann Fox 
Location: Canterbury Woods Elementary School
Treasurer’s Report: The monthly balance on May 15 was $16,150.66, down from $16,974.45 on April 30. The dumpster rental for Dumpster Day, printing charges for LRCA magnets, charges related to the printing of the LRCA newsletter constituted the bulk of the payments made in April and May. 

The balance as of January 1, 2009 was $8796.03, down from $15,373.05 on January 1, 2008. A treasurer’s report with all 2008 expenditures and income was distributed to the meeting and approved. 
Membership Report: Frank Judnich reported 475 member households. Eighty percent of households in the LRCA area are members. He told the meeting that our new procedures made it easier to renew—all current members needed to do if their information remained valid was to send in a check. The directory supplement will come out by late June or early July. 
Neighborhood Watch Report (Jon P.): Maintaining a healthy membership number is the biggest problem. Jon wants to keep the numbers up so people only need to go out about 4 times a year. Visibility really matters in keeping a Watch effective. Most of the problems we see are those caused by our own kids, not outsiders. 
Derrick announced upcoming events, including LRCA Dumpster Day and the ILDA/LRCA Dip ‘n Dive.
Nomination and election of Board members took place. Derrick Chamley was re-elected president. Maryann Fox, Ivan Dietrich, and Nancy Gordon were also re-elected by acclamation and Connie Griffin was re-elected to the Board as member-at-large. 
Speaker, Hiu Newcomb of Potomac Farms
Hiu Newcomb, a pioneer in locally grown produce, gave a spellbinding talk that ranged over her childhood in Hawaii, her and her late husband’s experiment in communal (or condominium) farming and how they overcame neighborhood opposition, and the benefits to the community and your health of locally grown produce. Information about the cohousing neighborhood built on Newcomb land (where Potomac Vegetable Farms’ produce is still sold outside Tysons on Rt 7) is available at www.blueberryhill.org.

Questions were asked about Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) farming, a widespread program in which families sign up to receive a shipment of fresh produce each week from local farmers.
Speaker, Tim Poole of ILDA Pool
Tim Poole gave an update on the pavilion and discussed the pool’s useful arrangement with Northern Pipeline, the company doing the sewer/repair work in the neighborhood. Northern Pipeline parks its equipment and vehicles in the ILDA lot at night, which Tim said is a good financial deal for ILDA and spares the neighborhood from seeing the vehicles parked in the streets at night.
Panelists, 

Chap Petersen, House of Delegates

Vivian Woods, State Senate

John Cook, Braddock District Supervisor

The panelists answered questions from constituents. Questions included topics such as illegal boardinghouses (John Cook gave the name of his constituent services staffer for follow-up), rumored plans to widen Guinea below Braeburn Rd., the private-public partnership working on the HOT lanes on the Beltway, and power rates. It was noted that Braddock District homeowner tax rates are expected to remain relatively constant despite the economic downturn, with perhaps a 2% average drop. 

Other
Free LRCA magnets were available, as well as handouts on the Beltway projects, area farmers markets, Neighborhood Watch information from the police department, and bulletins and newsletters from our representatives. 
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