LRCA Board Meeting Minutes

Monday, February 12, 2009, 7:30 PM

Board Attendees: Derrick Chamlee, Frank Judnich, Linda Smith, Nancy Gordon, Nancy Hahn, Ivan Dietrich, Connie Griffin, Paula Weiss 

Regrets: Anne Richardson, Jon Parker, Maryann Fox

Location: Derrick Chamlee’s house, 8929 Maurice Lane

LRCA Board Business:

Review of January Meeting Minutes: The minutes were approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: The balance dipped to $8,108.49 on February 9 from $8,796.03 the previous month. Reimbursement to Frank for membership drive supplies (87.54) and a deposit to Harmon’s Hayrides for this year’s hayride event (600.00) account for the decrease. The treasurer’s report was approved. 

Neighborhood Watch report: Jon Parker provided a written report. He has contacted our Public Safety office at the West Springfield substation, which said they could put up two signs for us. He marked two locations in the neighborhood with stakes and e-mailed the Safety Officer with their location (near Burbank and Starr Jordan, and near Stark and Willow Woods). As of a few days earlier, no signs had been erected, but Jon said he would follow up. Jon says that this spring or summer he will check about putting up some of his Neighborhood Watch. The Watch continues to operate this winter on a single shift. 

Derrick asked whether anyone had heard of any incidents in the neighborhood. Connie mentioned a suspicious truck that had been roaming around neighboring Signal Hill, but the drivers fled when challenged. Otherwise, all seems quiet.

Community Affairs Report: Ivan mentioned the upcoming election (March 10) to fill the Braddock Supervisor seat vacated by Sharon Bulova when she became county supervisor. He distributed a summary of related information, including the February 9 and 11 elections to pick a Democratic nominee and the name of the unchallenged Republican nominee. Ivan also announced a meeting held at the Kings Park Library including a workshop on local ordinances that affect parking and speeding, as well as a discussion on disorderly areas.

Spring Yard Sale: ILDA is discussing holding a spring yard sale; we talked about the possibility of coordinating efforts and Connie said we’ll touch base with them first. The Garden Club would like to know when the yard sale will take place so it can plan its spring plant sale around the event. 

Dumpster Day: We would hold Dumpster Day on a separate day from the yard sale. Nancy G. pointed out that local dumpster-renting business may be very eager for the business, as their construction business has likely dried up. She suggested this might be a good year to rent two dumpsters since we might be able to get a good deal. They cost about $600 each to rent. We agreed to hold Dumpster Day on the third Saturday in May and contact potential companies for rentals.

Membership Drive: All the materials have been distributed. Once the bulk of dues have been collected, we will send out reminder letters to those who have not responded. Last time LRCA sent out about 100 reminder letters, which yielded about 15-20 responses.

Directory Supplement Update: Nancy H. said the supplement should appear in this month’s Link, and passed out a copy. The names will be added to a formal supplement to the directory that would be ready by the May annual meeting. Derrick noted the Link should be out by now, but Nancy said she hadn’t seen it.
LRCA Annual Meeting: This will take place in early May. We discussed potential guest speakers. Possibilities included a speaker about cultural diversity from either the county or George Mason University (Paula said she would check GMU’s website for possible speakers). It was also suggested we call Tessie Wilson (School Board) for the name of a person who could discuss educational issues, such as Gifted Talented program changes, library hours or AP Art classes. Other potential topics were the Beltway construction, changes underway to Tysons Corner, identity theft, the impact of the budget crisis on our taxes, and the latest property assessments. 

A lively discussion about ways to increase turnout to the annual meeting also took place, perhaps by sending out letters in advance to advertise it or by providing child care. Nancy G. said she would check with the Canterbury Woods ES parent liaison about the feasibility of providing child care on site.

Website Updates: Frank will send a blank pdf membership form to be posted on the website. Derrick will take care of the map updates and adding minutes.

Cavalier Cruise Night and Braddock Council Dues: LRCA decided to make a $100 donation to the alcohol-free all night Woodson HS event for seniors. Ivan reminded us that LRCA needs to pay its $75 Braddock Council dues. Linda said she had checks available.
ILDA Survey: Linda’s husband, David Janoff, who is on the ILDA board, is seeking help as he interviews about 10-15 non-ILDA pool member households to find out why they haven’t joined. Paula volunteered to help with reviewing any questionnaire since this is the kind of thing she does routinely at work anyway. There was discussion of the advantages of ILDA membership. 

Next meeting on March 9, 2009, at Connie Griffin’s, 4704 Playfield. 
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