LRCA Board Meeting Minutes

Monday, November 9, 2009, 7:30 PM
Board Attendees: Derrick Chamlee, Linda Smith, Paula Weiss, Nancy Gordon, Connie Griffin, Frank Judnich, Maryann Fox
Regrets: Ivan Dietrich, Jon Parker 

Location: Linda Smith’s, 8905 Braeburn Rd.
LRCA Board Business:

Review of Annual Meeting Minutes: Need to add Jon Parker’s Neighborhood Watch report, which was submitted virtually. 
Treasurer’s Report: Approved. The balance on November 9 was $11,431.64, down from the previous month’s balance of $11,480.64. The only expenditure was reimbursement to Connie Griffin for the yard sale ad that appeared in the Washington Post ($49.00). Connie will give Linda the address for the Annandale Volunteer Fire Department so that LRCA can make a contribution out of gratitude for the Department’s assistance to our neighborhood events. 
Neighborhood Watch: Jon Parker submitted a report that said he was able to get USPS to remove the graffiti from the mailbox at Stark and Willet, and believes all defaced signs, mailboxes and downed street and stop signs have now been repaired. He also prepared and disseminated a Watch schedule for his team for the next six months. Phil Shutler is doing the same for his team. 
Jon’s report also mentioned a community meeting recently at CWES. It was unclear to him at that time exactly what “issues” were happening in the neighborhood, of which he’d heard inconsistent reports, but said he would attempt to sort out and report on to the Board. The Board discussed the neighborhood meeting at CWES, which had turned out to be of our Red Fox neighbors. There have been a number of criminal incidents recently, including attempted break-ins and police activity at group homes, and the Red Fox meeting apparently unexpectedly turned into an impromptu and emotional session focusing on perceived breakdowns in law and order. People have been extremely upset, but often not upset enough to report these incidents to police, unfortunately. Police have promised to make more patrols in the neighborhood. 
 

Membership Report: Frank Judnich will send a reminder to block captains to distribute membership renewal forms. Many residents, including some Board members, have not yet received their forms despite their distribution to block captains weeks earlier.
Community Affairs Report: Derrick reported on the Community Engagement Initiative open to the public on October 21 at Lake Braddock High School. It featured a lot of organizations for which one could volunteer, and a volunteer clearinghouse “Volunteer Source” that helps match would-be volunteers with opportunities. Frank suggested highlighting the Source in the next membership directory. John Cook, Braddock District supervisor, spoke. Inspired by the session, Derrick has signed up for a one-day Braddock Leadership Institute seminar.
Link: The newsletter needs to go out before the February potluck, so perhaps around January 20th. The potluck will take place at the Truro Church club house. Connie asked Derrick to remind his friend at Truro to reserve the club house for LRCA.
Events: Maryann Fox discussed the upcoming hayride. Paperwork is in for the police escort. The cost of the hayride is $2655.00, of which a $600 deposit was paid in January and the rest to the drivers at the ride itself.
The potluck will take place at Truro on February 20. We decided on a Mardi Gras theme. We will need a liquor license for wine and beer, which Linda said would probably cost around $40. We would supply paper goods, utensils and soft drinks. We could allow attendees to BYOB or serve liquor for $1 a cup, although doing the latter might require a police officer’s presence for security reasons. 

Website: Derrick will add the announcement of the potluck. Fourth of July photos are up! We are still looking for more board members. 
Next meeting: will take place on Monday, December 11, at Frank Judnich’s house, 4508 Willet.
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